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“Our Home, our Country and our Brother Man.” 
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uated the premises altogether, after having held 
villainous and undisputed sway for more than 
three months. The cow, at this present writing, 
Nov. 1, is in fine order and condition, and gives 
eight quarts per day of very rich and pure milk. 
The quantity of medicine used by Mr. Weston 
in this case was two ounces and a half. *,* 





COMPOST MANURE. 
The great value of compost manure consists 
in being compounded of a variety of materials in 
such a state of decomposition as to be readily 








SHALL WE HAVE A STATE AGRIOULTURAL 
SOCLETY ! 


That the agricultural prosperity of Maine has 
been greatly cherished and enhanced by the in- 
fluence of the several County Agricultural So- 
cieties, notwithstanding their somewhat isolated | 
action, no one, who has watched the progress of 
this cause for the last twenty-five years, can 
deny. 

In no year since the first passage of the law 
endowing such societies in 1832, have there 
been so many and so good exhibitions as have) 
been held this fall. A very marked improve- | 
ment has been manifested in the cattle and) 
other stock exhibited—in the excellency and 
variety of field and garden products, but also, 
which is very encouraging, in the increased con- 
fidence in themselves and the importance and 
respectability of their position in social and 
business life. They realize that their calling is 
both honorable and profitable, and feel a grow- 
ing desire to honor and dignify their calling by 
zealously cultivating both their soils and their 
minds, and becoming more united as it regards 
associative action. 

A call is made in many sections of the State 
for the organization of a State Agricultural So- 
ciety. 

We think the time has arrived for the forma- 
tion of such a Society, and that our Legislature 
should incorporate and endow one. One great 
obstacle heretofore in the way will be obviated 
soon, and that is the want of cheap and rapid 
conveyance from different sections of the State. 
By January next, or by next spring at farthest, 
the completion of several Railroad lines will 
give this conveyance over three-fourths of the 
State at least. 

Eighteen States in the Union now have in 
addition to their several county societies, a well 
organized State Society. These societies are) 
well patronized, and not one of the States which 
now has such a society, would have it abolished 
on any account. 

Some action should be had in regard to this 
before the Legislature meets. Let the question 
be freely discussed in the papers of the State, | 
and let the trustees of the several County So- 
cieties consult with their members, and ascer- 
tuin their views in regard to it, and report ac- 














soluble in the moisture of soil, and thus ren- 
dered nourishing to crops. 

The great art of making compost consists in 
bringing a mixture of animal and vegetable ma- 
terials into this decomposed state, without loss 
of its soluble matter and without wasting any of 
its gases. Hence care should be taken to pre- 
serve them both. When decomposition or rot- 
ting commences, fluids are sometimes formed 
and these should be retained by the addition of 
something that will absorb and retain them 
until applied to the crops. Gases are also lib- 
erated, such as carbonic acid gas which contains 
a large portion of carbon, a very essential in- 
gredient: of the woody part of plants. Also 
nitrogen and hydrogen, which, when united, 
form ammonia, and in this combination it is a 
valuable substance of nutrition to crops. 

Compost heaps are in fact a chemical labora- 
tory in which all these conditions are required, 
and all these changes brought about. They 
may, therefore, be made up of any thing that 
will decom pose. 

The famous Bommer method of manufacturing 
manure or compost, consisted in collecting a 
large amount of dry vegetable matter, such as 
straw, canes, &c. &c., moistening them, and 
then adding every day or two a drenching of 
liquid, saturated with animal excrement ina 
putrescent state, and also adding occasionally 
plaster of paris or some other material which 
would absorb or hold on to the ammonia and 
other gases which arise during the process of 
decomposition. 

A little chemical knowledge in regard to the 
nature of the material used, will be of great 
service in guiding one in regard to what should 
be added to it in order to change its character 
so as to hasten the action required. A young 
lad, while shovelling mack, this summer, in- 
quired of his father why his shovel rusted so 
much quicker while shovelling this than it did 
while shovelling manure, which was equally as 
moist. 

Here was a chemical fact observed by the boy, 
the cause of which he could not explain, and he 
applied to his father for more light. His father 
told him that it was undoubtedly owing to sour 


KENNEBEC AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


On Working Oxen. 

The Committee on working oxen have attend- 
ed to the duties assigned them, and submit the 
following report : 

Twenty-three pairs were entered for the So- 
ciety’s premium, eleven competitors only appear- 
ed on the groand to exhibit their oxen, which 
came in the following order : 

Henry Dadiey of Readfield, one pair 6 years 
old, girth 7 feet 1 inch; James W. Clough of 
Mt. Vernon, one pair 6 years old, girth 7 feet ; 
G. W. Hains of Readfield, one pair 5 years old, 
girth 7 feet; D. W. Hains of Readfield, one 
pair 5 years old, girth 6 feet 11 inches ; John 
S. Hains of Readfield, one pair 5 years old, 7 
feet 2 inches; William F. Hilton, Fayette, one 
pair 5 years old, girth 7 feet 4 inches ; Benj. L. 
Lombard of Readfield, one pair 7 years old, 
girth 7 feet 4 inches; Benj. L. Lombard of 
Readfield, one pair 7 years old, girth 6 feet 10 
inches; Alvin Palmer of Readfield, one pair 5 
years old, girth 6 feet 11 inches ; Osgood Graves 
of Wayne, one pair 5 years old, girth 7 feet ; 
E. L. Hinds of East Livermore, one pair, 5 years 
old, girth 7 feet 74 inches; Cyrus Robbins of 
Winthrop, one pair 6 years old, girth 7 feet. 

The age and size of these oxen were taken 
from the competitors. After viewing the exhi- 
bition, the committee found themselves in a hard 
place, and would gladly have been excused from 
making the awards offered by the Society. Not 
that there were not oxen worthy, buton account 
of the load being altogether too heavy, on such 
a drag, and in sucha place. The size was so 
small and the construction of the drag so bad, 
and the sward so tender, that every turn rolled 
it up before it. 

A load of 5800 Ibs. requires much strength to 
move it along, under such circumstances, and 
the oxen did not, or could not do it, to the ex- 
tent that the committee desired, in order to 
judge of their properties for work. These un- 
favorable circumstances, your committee sup- 
pose, did much more than anything else, to 
prevent those other twelve pairs entered, from 
coming forward to compete for the prize. 

We very much regret that in this wooden | 
county of old Kennebec, no better implement 
could be afforded for the exhibition of such good 
oxen, and we hope that no such obstacles will 
be found at any future show. 

The oxen exhibited appeared well under such 
circumstances, and after due consideration the 
committee decided to award the Ist premium to 
Henry Dudley, of Readfield; 24 to D. W 
Hains, of Readfield, and 3d to Cyrus Robbins, 
of Winthrop. 

The 5 year old oxen exhibited by Wm. F. 
Hilton, of Fayette; John S. Hains and Alvin 


, acid matter in the muck, and that this acid mat- 
cordingly. ter must be got rid of, or its character changed, 
GARGET CAN BE CURED. before the muck would come into a condition to 
It has been ascertained that Hydriodate of| be dissolved, or its material fit to become food 
Potash will cure the worst cases of this disease. | for his crops. To do this he intended to put 
Twelve grains, dissolved in a table spoonful of| what ashes he could get into the heap, the pot- 
water, may be given at a dose; and three doses) ash of the ashes would combine with this acid 
given each day till the cure is perfected. Three| matter, and the vegetable matter of the muck 
or four weeks are usually sufficient for the pur-| would then soon be decomposed and rendered 
pose. If itis inconvenient to give adose at) fit for use. If he could not get ashes he should 
noon, let the morning and night doses contain) yge lime, which would do it, though more 
eighteen grains each; though three of twelve) slowly than the ashes would. 
grains each are probably better. 





Palmer, of Readfield; and Osgood Graves, of 
Wayne, were well matched, noble animals, and 
did well, and we are not sure but what they 
are, in fact, better working oxen than those to 
whom we have awarded premiums, but we are 
obliged to judge of them as they appear on 
the ground, and if we have failed to do justice, 
it is because we have erred in judgment. 

The oxen presented by E. L. Hinds, of East 
Livermore, were very large, good fashioned, fat 
animals, but did not show the strength of small- 
er ones. Those presented by H. B. Lombard 
and James Clough, shew very good training. 


The matter is very easily managed. Get at 
an Apothecary’s store an ounce and a half of 
the medicine ; which at 440 grains to the ounce 
will contain 660 grains. This will make fifty- 
five doses of twelve grains each. Put the whole 
into a glass bottle of sufficient capacity, with 
fifty-five table spoonfuls of cold water. Shake 
briskly, and it will be thoroughly dissolved in a 
few moments ; and every table spoonful will con- 
tain the requisite quantity of twelve grains. 
Wet a little Indian meal or shorts with water 
enough to make a stiff paste and stir in the 
dose. 

The above remedy was substantially commu- 
nicated not long since to the New England Far- 
mer by the gentleman who discovered it, and 
who had tried it in repeated instances with uni- 
form success. 

Ilydriodate of potash is much used by physi- 
cians, and is well known to act directly upon the 
mammary vessels. 

This remedy, for the odious disease of garget, 
ought to be universally known, as it might be 
the means of saving, annually, many valuable 
animals. The best cows—those giving the rich- 
est milk, and the greatest quantity—are the 
ones oftenest attacked. 

The Rev. Daniel C. Weston, of this city, to 
whom we are permitted to refer, has recently 
tried this method of cure with entire success. 
He has a valuable cow that was badly attacked 
with garget soon after calving last spring. One 
of the hinder quarters of the bag was so caked 
and inflamed that, though ordinarily perfectly 
gentle, she would kick at the least motion to 
touch it. The milk was of a reddish color, and 
left in the pan a bloody sediment. No portion 
of the milk can be relied on, as the milk from 
those teats that gave no external marks of dis- 
ease, left in the pan a bloody deposit. 

Every remedy, known to the wiseacres here- 
abouts, was faithfully tried without effect. Gar- 
get root, salt petre, glauber salts, sulphur, given 
in the most approved quantities, (to say nothing 
of various outward applications,) each and all 
absolutely failed to afford any relief. There 
was every probability that the cow was ruined, 
and Mr. Weston was strongly advised to give 
her up and fat her for the butcher. 

At this point copy of the New England 
Farmer, containing the above recipe, was put 
into his hands bya friend and he immediately 
proceeded to test its qualities. When he began 
to give it, half the bag was almost one solid 
cake. In three or four days the bag began to 
soften. In seven days there was a decided im- 
provement. In two weeks there was no bloody 
Sediment in the milk. In three weeks the cake 

had entirely left the hinder quarter, and in the 
forward quarter was about the size of a pullet's 
°gg- In this quarter the disease made its final 
stand, and showed some obstinacy. But it was 
ly cornered, and in a week or two more evac- 














We have knowna very valuable compost made, 
by having a vat on wheels set near the sink 
spout at the back door, into which the dish 
water and all the waste fluids of the kitchen and 
chambers were thrown, and, when fully saturated, 
hauled off and a fresh supply placed in its stead, 
to be also saturated in the same way. 

The observing and enquiring farmer will find 
materials enough around him, to keep up raw 
material for his compost factory all the time, 
and a little study and application of the knowl- 
edge thus gained, will easily direct him in his 
labors successfully. 





HIDE FLESHING AS A MANURE. 

Animal manure is not appreciated according 
to its merits. Those who have tested it pro- 
nounce it superior to stable manure. Last year 
I buried at the foot of some grape vines, a quan- 
tity of fleshings of hides—which I obtained at a 
tannery—causing them to grow amazingly ; far 
more.than I had anticipated. .They did not 
yield any fruit in consequence of their being 
lately set out. I also mixed some of the flesh- 
ings in the’ mold of the strawberry beds, and 
the fruit they bore was exceedingly large and 
plenty, so much go that it caused many remarks, 
particularly in regard to their size. This last 
spring I dug a number of holes, of some six or 
eight inches in depth, putin a shovel full of this 
animal manure, covered it with earth, and 
planted cucumbers and watermelons on top, 
which came up in nearly half the time that the 
others did, not so planted, and looked more dark 
and rank. From what little experience I have 
had with animal manure, and also from what 
I have learned in regard to it, I would advise all 
farmers who can obtain a dead dog, calf, cow or 
horse, to bury a portion of their carcases at the 
foot of their fruit vines, or trees. In so doing 
they will ascertain what its true merits are, 
Doubtless many of them have observed how 
flourishing and thrifty the grass and weeds will 
grow where the body of a horse or cow has, or 
is, decomposing. Test it for yourselves. E. 

{American Agriculturist. 





Cure ror Heaves. Take some weed common- 
ly called smart weed, that grows along the road- 
side, or in the fields in low places ; steep it in 
boiling water till the strength is all out, and 
give the horse one quart of the liquid every day 
for eight or ten days. Mix it with bran or 
shorts if he will eat, if not, pour it down him 
with a bottle. Give him green or cut feed wet 
up with water during the operation, and I will 
warrant a cure. Llorses with heaves will be 
troubled with it about as bad this dry and dusty 
weather, as they will in the spring of the year. 
This medicine is so simple, and easy to be ob- 
tained, that some may not think it worth their 
while to try it; but simple medicines many 
times prove more effectual than those obtained 
at a great-expense. Now is the time to secure 


the weed, and I say to those interested, try it.’ 





[Raral N. Yorker. 


Had the arrangement for this part of the ex- 
hibition been what it should have been, we feel 
safe in saying that it would have been a very 
extra good one, much more than an average of 
previous years. 

The committee would suggest the propriety 
of more premiums in number, not in amount, 
being offered on working oxen. 


This part of the show excites much interest, 
and we think liberal rewards should be offered, 
and none but the best urrangements be made. 
Every person who will contribute to this part of 
the exhibition deserves a reward, and if he does 
not get it in money, he certainly has the grate- 
ful feelings of the spectators. No one should 
be discouraged if his oxen fail todo as he ex- 
pects or desires them to; some oxen that are 
everything the owner could desire at home on 
the farm, will prove a failure when surrounded 
by a crowd. 

This is sometimes brought about by the team- 
ster, if he is agitated or excited, the ox readily 
perceives it and partakes of the same spirit. On 
the other hand, oxen that are not what the 
owner would desire at home, will perform well 
at the show. If your Committee could view 
each class in both places, they would be fur 
better prepared to say which were indeed and in 
truth the best working oxen, bat we are limited 
to one, and from that we must judge. 

We should be glad to give the prizes to the 
largest and best fashioned oxen, and thereby en- 
courage the raising of such animals, but it is 
very often the case,'as in this, that their per- 
formances will not allow of it. 

Much credit is due the Marshals for their un- 
tiring and successful labors in preserving order ; 
seldom have we witnessed better, where the 
crowd was so numerous. We speuk for Benson 
and Foss, for 1855. 

S. N. Warson, Chairman. 


On Incidentals. 

Your Committee, in making their report upon 
the duties assigned them, feel that it is due to 
themselves to state that the majority of them 
were unexpectedly called upon to perform these 
labors, and, that on receiving a list of articles 
from the Secretary, a hasty glance showed them 
that a large share of the articles within the 
tent were classed either as Incidentals or Pro- 
miscuous, rendering their duties at once various 
and multiform, their list comprising the whole 
range of Nature, Art and Science. But as they 
are not easily daunted, they applied themselves 
to the work before them, believing that in ren- 
dering their verdict, errors of judgment would 
be readily pardoned. 

Two hundred or more rare specimens of Art, 
ingenuity, taste and use, have been examined 
by your committee ; not all encitled to premiums, 
could be awarded them. The amount limited 
for incidental purposes, being the small sum of 
five dollars. They have, however, recommend- 
ed gratuities above that sum. 

If your committee had had the disposal of 
$100 instead of $5, they believe the claims of 














the exhibitors would have enfitled them to that 
amount. In rendering the Fair interesting, 
they have a reward. In agticipation of the 
amount of business gic * committee, they 
thought it expedient to appoint a Secretary, and 
C. A. Metcalf was appolited to that office. 
Their attention was first @rected to a cooking 
stove (called the ‘‘Green Ménntain State,’*) No. 
3, entered by R. S. Kelley @f Winthrop, which 
they considered a nent pattern, dnd very con- 
venient, to which, as there was no competition, 
they award the Society's premium of $2,00 for 
best cooking stove. Some tin ware, made by 
the same, was put together in a workmanlike 
and elegant manner. All in want of the above 
articles will do well to call on our friend Kel- 
ley forthwith. A lot of Cabinet work came 
next, comprising a complete chamber set, and 
an extra bureau, manufactured by Wm. Roberts 
of Wayne. These articles were of beautiful 
workmanship and finish, and in the opinion of 
your committee would do credit to any estab- 
lishment in the country; they award the Socie- 
ty’s premium of $2,00 to Wm. Roberts for the 
best specimen of cabinet work, and the society's 
premium of $1,00 for best bedstead, and would 
cheerfully recommend him to young housekeep- 
ers, and all in want of a nice article of furniture. 
And your committee fully believe, that by thus 
encouraging such valuable home manufactures, 
the community would not only benefit them- 
selves, by securing a good article, but materially 
add to the wealth and prosperity of the county 
and State. One package of matches, by G. M. 
True of East Livermore, were a good article, 
the foregoing remarks will apply tothem. A 
fair specimen of sweet potatoes, No. 30, were 
raised by the chairman of your committee, F. 
F. Haines, of East Livermore, from slips planted 
the 26th of June, in sandy soil, and the other 
members considering them valuable as an ex- 
periment, and that if planted in season they 
would be of good size and quality, they unani- 
mously awarded to Mr. Haines a gratuity of 50 
ets. Of several braids of seed corn, which 
were all good, they thought No. 96 the best, 
raised by E. Maxim, of Wayne, and award to 
it a gratuity of 25 cts. A very fine lot of onions, 
No. 87, raised by Walter Foss, of Leeds, they 
thought them well worthy a gratuity of 25 cts. 


No. 84, two mammoth cucumbers, presented 
by L. C. Luce, were quite a curiosity, and your 
committee would inquire of Mr. Luce if he has a 
jar of sufficient capacity to pickle them in, if so, 
would recommend to send them to the World’s 
Fair, as a specimen of what old Kennebec can 
do in raising cucumbers. No. 138 were 7 beets 
of the samo order, raised by John True, of East 
Livermore, and go to prove that we need not go 
to the ‘*banks of the Sacramento” to raise large 
vegetables. No. 147 was aspecimen of Medi- 
terranean wheat, raised by Moses Hubbard, of 
Fayette, the heads were long and handsome, of 
the bald variety, and pretty well filled; your 
committee would like to have known more about 
it. Several heads of cabbage were presented, 
which looked well, two raised by E. H. Libby, 
of Wayne, were very fine, with large, solid 
heads, they award to him the pleasure of rais- 
ing and owning the biggest cabbage on the 
ground. 

As Knownothingism is very fashionable at the 
present:time, it seems that the cabbage heads 
(not the worst heads by the way) took it into 
their heads to get up a similar, or it may bea 
counter organization, but however that may he, 
your committee came to the safe conclusion that 
they know nothing about it, suffice it to say, they 
found a vegetable called ‘‘ Knownothing cabbage,”’ 
raised by Mr. Nickerson, of Readfield, of rather 
a nondescript appearance, which is quite a curi- 
osity; it is said to be a Native American, as the 
order does not flourish out of the United States. 


Your committee now came to very different 
and various classes of articles, from the Needle- 
book to the grand.and sublime in Art, and be- 
lieving implicitly in the words of an Ancient 
Book, that ‘‘it is not good for man to be alone,’’ 
accordingly, as soon as practicable, invited sev- 
eral /adies to join them in passing judgment on 
the following. The first article that came under 
their notice wasa wrought scarf, No. 10, by 
Miss M. C. Fairbanks, of Wayne, the designs 
were elegantly wrought, showing a fine taste in 
such matters, and the fringe was rich. Your 
committee unanimously award to it a gratuity 
of 50 cts. No. 8 was a piece of silk fringe, 
made by Mrs. Anson Wing, of Wayne, a very 
fine article, they award to it a gratuity of 25 cts. 
Several tidies, Nos. 45, 36, and 192 were pre- 
sented; three marked 192, after examination, 
the committee considered the best, as showing 
the most skill and labor. Several bead purses 
were presented, No. 28 by Mrs. L. L. Wing, of 
Wayne, to lst premium; 82, Mrs. T. B. Reed, 
they recommend a gratuity, and 188 (could find 
no name) were very pretty in design and finish, 
and large enough to hold a comfortable supply 
of the needful, especially if it consisted of Cal- 
ifornia rocks. A watch case, No. 186, by Miss 
S. E. Stevens, was very neat in design and fin- 
ish; they recommend a gratuity. No. 4l,a 
card basket, was a unique affuir, presented by 
Mrs. Richardson, of No. Wayne, made appar- 
ently of some kind of seed. A vase of wax 
flowers, No. 198, made by Mrs. 8. M. Greely, 
of Vienna, were neat and beautiful, vieing with 
Nature. They award a gratuity of 25 cts.. and 
having since learned that Mrs. G. instructs in 
the art of making said flowers, would recom- 
mend to her all who wish to learn. A ladies’ 
work box, No. 169, by Miss E. Wheelock, of 
Readfield, was very neatly and tastily trimmed, 
in rather a novel style, which in the opinion of 
your committee combines durability with beauty, 
they award to it a gratuity of 25 cts. No. 57, 
a feather cape, by Mrs. C. S. Stinehfield, showed 
much taste and skill in arrangement and con- 
struction, your committee considered it warm 
and comfortable in our. northern climate, and 
are fully convinced of the truth of the old ad- 
age, ‘Fine feathers make a fine bird.” No. 
112, a cushion, made by Mrs. J. Moulton, of 
Wayne, was covered with a diamond patch 
called “clock work,’’ they decided that while 
“distance lends enchantment to the view,’ a 
closer scutiny shows it to be a well made and 
useful article, they award to it a gratuity of 25 





cts. 


No. 37, a needle book, by Mrs. Snow, of No. 
Wayne, was very ingeniously contrived and 
beautifully executed, and they award to that 
article a gratuity of 25c. 
under sleeves, by Mrs. 8S. M. Jennings, were 
neatly wrought and though rather cold for the 
season were very pretty. No. 151, two pictare 
frames, by Mrs. 0. M. Shaw, of Winthrop, 
were of novel design and exquisite finish, and 
they cheerfully award a gratuity of 25c. No. 
42,a shell box, by Mrs. Richardson, of North 
Wayne, was very neatly got up. Nos. 58 & 59, 
a pair of lamp mats and worsted work, bya 
child 10 years old, presented by Mrs. C. S. 
Stinchfield, the better design, the cornucopia or 
“thorn of plenty, they decided that taking into 
consideration the style and finish, and the age 
of the competitor to them a gratuity of 25c. 
Among the many lamp mats presented, neatly 
made, they decided to award a gratuity of 25c. 
to No. 107, a pair made by Miss S. W. Hight, 
of Wayne. No. 170, a wrought chair, by Mrs. 
O. M. Shaw, of Winthrop, showed much labor 
and skill in design and execution. No. 195, a 


Wayne, your committee, especially the ladies, 
thought worthy, a gratuity of 50c. No. 165, a 
domestic woollen bed blanket, by Mrs. J. Lead- 
better, of Monmouth, was nice and comfortable 
and worked after the English pattern; although 
they had expended the small sum allotted 
them, yet to encourage domestic manufactures of 
real practicable utility, they recommend a gra- 
tuity of 50c. No. 98, an oil painting presented 
by D. C. H. Barker, of Wayne, was a very fine 
piece, and your committee unanimously award 
to it the Society's premium of $1,00 for best 
specimen of painting. Other paintings of merit 
and artistic skill were presented, but they must 
pass them without particular notice. 

Of drawings there were a great variety, and 
your committee exceedingly regretted that they 
were limited to one premium, but after spending 
much time in comparing and consulting, it was 
proposed that each member should select the 
drawing they thought worthy of the premium, 
and all (the Secretary of committee excepted,) 
unanimously decided to award the Society's 
premium of $1,00, to No. 148, by Mrs. C. A. 
Metealf, of Winthrop. 
ings by Miss Emmeline S. Lovejoy, of North 
Wayne, were very fine, they award to them a 
gratuity of 50c. No. 122, two colored crayons, 
by Mrs. C. A. Metcalf, the colors were beauti- 


No. 160, a fine drawing by Miss E. A. Hight, 
of Wayne, they award a gratuity of 25c. No. 
100, two pieces crayon heads, by Miss M. C. 
Fairbanks, Wayne, were fine works of art, and 
they recommend a gratuity of 50c. No. 49, 
pencil drawings, by Miss Lovejoy, of Fayette, 


No. 94, a pair of 


pair of ottomans, by Miss J. M. Hight, of 


No. 78, were four draw- | 


fully blended, they award a gratuity of 25c. | 


THE EVENING HEARTHSTONE. 


Gladly now we gather round it, 
For the toiling day is done, 

And the gray and solemn twilight 
Follows down the golden sun; 

Shadows lengthen on the pavement, 
Stalk like giants through the gloom, 

Wander past the dusky casement, 
Creep around the fire-lit room: 

Draw the curtains!—close the shutters! 
Place the slippers by the fire! 

Though the rude wind loudly mutters, 
What care we for wind-sprite’s ire? 


What care we for outward seeming? 
Fickle Fortune’s frown or smile? 

If around us love is beaming— 
Love can human ills beguile. 

*Neath the cottage root and palace, 
From the peasant to the king, 

All are quaffing from life’s chalice, 
Bubbles that enchantment bring: 

Grates are glowing—music flowing 
From those lips we love the best,— 

Oh, the joy, the bliss of knowing 
There are hearts on which to rest! 


Hearts that throb with eager gladness— 
Hearts that echo to our own— 

While from care and haunting sadness 
Mingle ne’er in look or tone; 

Care may tread the halls of Daylight— 
Sadness haunt the midnight hour— 

But the weird and witching Twilight 
Brings the glowing Hearthstone’s dower: 

Altar of our holiest feelings! 
Childhood’s well-remembered shrine! 

Spirit-yearnings, soul-revealings 
Wreaths immortal round thee twine! 





WEST OXFORD AG. SOCIETY. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Domestic and Faucy Articles. 

Your Committee examined a variety of fancy and 

staple articles, and from them selected the following 
as worthy of premium, and award accordingly: 
Mrs. A. Hatch, Lovell, rag rug, 75 cents; Mrs. H. 
. Dresser, do., crochet table cover, $1; Mrs. W. F. 
| Davis, Denmark, hose and mittens, 25 cents; Mrs. 
| L. P. Sawyer, do., blankets, 50 cents; stocking yarn, 
| 25 cents; 2 pairs double mittens, 25 cents; patch 
| counterpane, 50 cents; Mrs. P. I. Pingree, do., table 
linen, 50 cents; Mrs. N. Ames, do., shawl, 75 cents; 
Mrs. Jones, do., hose, 25 cents; Miss S. W. 
Stickney, Brownfield, embroidered bag and hdkf., 75 
eents; Miss M. J. Berry, Denmark, embroidered 
skirt and hdkf., $1; Miss L. Ames, do., embroidered 
| skirt, 25 cents; Mrs. L. D. Stanley, Porter, portfolio 
| and mats, 25 cents; Mrs. H. H. Miller, Brownfield, 
j linen hose, 25 cents; Miss Jane Weeks, do., yarn 
| rug, 50; Miss Mary C. Hurd, Fryeburg, ottoman 
cover, $1. 





ja 





| Your committee find several beautiful articles wor- 
thy of notice, but being limited as to funds, are 
|unable to reward them as they deserve. Among 
| them are some beautiful crayon drawings. Miss Lu- 
| ey Ingalls and Miss Clara Davis deserve much praise 
| for their pictures. 


Miss A. M. Ames exhibited a fine pencil drawing, 


chewed mach labor and beauty of nich, and| very creditable. Mrs. B. F. Cutter, one neatly ex- 
they recommend a gratuity of 50c. No. 97, ecuted painting and one frame of fancy leather work, 
mezzotint painting, by M. Lothrop, of Fayette, | a fine specimen. Mrs. A. Hatch, a specimen of shell 
isa splendid affair exhibiting much labor and | work, beautifully done. Some fancy paper flowers, 
skill. The Rinocerous slaying the Lioness, the | baskets, bead-work, and a variety of other work, de- 
Lion in mid air coming to the rescue from the| serve much praise and the thanks of the Society. 
cliff above, and the natives viewing the encoun-| Mas. L. P. Sawren. 
ter from the background; they recommend a} Misrellaneous Articles. 

gratuity of 59. A specimen of scythes, axes,| James Walker, Fryeburg, improved hay cart, $2; 
pruning hook, and straw knives, exhibited by, Otis Warren, do., cast iron frame looking-glass; do., 
the North Wayne Company, very superior arti-| spittoon and card-receiver, $1; J.T. Randall, do., 
cles, and were what all implements from that | 0k stove, $1; F. L. Rice, Denmark, swarm of bees 
establishment are, the best in the word. with Miner’s patent hive, $1. Isaac Berry. 








Your Committee would say, that although 
they may have exceeded their limits a trifle, yet 
from the great variety of articles presented, they 
are fully persuaded that the society will cheer- 
fully grant all the above awards, and would fur- 


Tools. 
L. F. Cummings, Porter, best broad axe and narrow 
| axe, $1; Stephen Peavy, Denmark, ox-yoke with 
| bows, staple and ring, $1. 8. D. Wapsworts. 





Cloths. 
The committee on cloths, having made examination, 


ther suggest for the benefit of those hereafter | 
concerned, that the incidentals be classified ag/ find four pieces of satinet, for which no prezium is 


follows: Farm and garden, fancy work, draw| provided by the Society. They would recommend 
: a the following premiums and gratuities: Mrs. Z. 
ings and paintings. 


‘ . | Gibson, Brownfield, satinet, 50 cents; Mrs. G. Smith, 
In conclusion, your committee are very sensi-| Denmark, satinet, 50 cents; Mrs. E. W. Wiley, Frye- 


burg, 45 yds, cotton and wool flannel, 50 cents; Mrs. 
8. Stickney, Brownfield, 10 yds. woolen flannel, $1; 
Mrs. John Barker, Fryeburg, woolen frocking, 50 cts; 
Miss Martha Wentworth, Brownfield, dress cloth, 
silk and cotton filling, and cotton warp, 50 cents; 
Mrs. C. E. Barker, Lovell, linsey woolsey, 25 cents. 
8. B. Bean. 


ble of the interest taken and the expense incur- 
red by exhibitors in general, and the ladies in 
particular, to make this fair equal if not superior | 
to any heretofore had in old Kennebec County. 
Respectfully submitted, F. F. Haines. 


HEADING CABBAGES IN WINTER. 
The following plan to accomplish this desira- 
ble end, is that which, we are informed, is 
adopted in the New England States, by the best 
farmers and gardeners there. We invite to it 
attention in this region, as we not unfrequently 
see much cabbage, which failed to head in the 
fall from various causes, either pulled and fed to 
stock or left a prey to the frost. 
[Germantown Telegraph. 

Select a suitable spot in a garden or field, six 
feet in width, of any desired length, free from 
standing water; run a furrow the proposed | 
length of your bed, and throw a back furrow) 
upon it. This double furrow will form a side 
wall of your cabbage house. In the trench 








Leather. 
H. M. Buswell, Fryeburg, sole leather, $1; upper 
leather, $1; harness leather, 50 cents; calf skins, 





50 cents. L. F. Cummines. 
Poultry. 
L. P. Sawyer, M. D., Denmark, Bolton Gray chick- 
ens, 50 cents. 8. Emerson. 
Dairy. 


The committee on dairy beg leave to make the 
following report: Among the several parcels of 
butter presented, we find none except June butter, 
and for the most part we find it rather too salt. Had 
less salt, and that of a finer quality, been used, the 
flavor of the butter would have been much better. 
The cheeses, for the most part, were small, and rather 
below the standard weight. We would award the 





stand your cabbages on their roots, leaning to- 


premiums as follows: Z. Gibson, Brownfield, best 


wards the furrow at an angle of 40 to 45 de-| June butter, $2; 8, Hill, Hiram, id do., $1; 5. 


grees. Let the next furrow be thrown upon the 
roots and stalks of the cabbages, and another 
row be placed in the trench made by the second 
furrow ; thus proceed until your six feet of 
width is planted, then let the last furrow be a 
double one—making the other side-wall about 
the height of the cabbage bead. Through the 
whole length of the middle of the patch lay 
rails lengthwise, supported by crutches, ata 
height of about two feet from the cabbages ; 
this will form the ridge of the cabbage-house. 
Lay light brush-wood from the side-walls to the 
ridge pole; then throw on salt hay, or bog hay, 
or straw, two inches in depth. As the cold 
weather advanees throw on dirt until you have 


| Stickney, Brownfield, best cheese, $2; Z. Gibson, 2d 
do., $1. E. B. Bean. 





Potatoes, Carrots. Kc. 

George B. Walker, Fryeburg, 57 bus. carrots, 4 of 
an acre, $l. No crop of potatoes was entered. — 
Several fine specimens were exhibited by Messrs. 
| Gordon and Bradley of Fryeburg, and Messrs. Stick- 


ad Wentworth cf Brownfield. 
nig 3 Evpen BARKER. 





Horticulture. 

Your committee congratulate the Society that the 
products of this department are annually increasing 
in variety and excellence. Good fruit is becoming 
comparative'y plenty within our bounds, and inereas- 
ed attention is paid to its culture. Eleven entries of 
apples have been made at this meeting, containing 





a depth of say six or eight inches—or even 
more, when the winters are severe, and finally 
spank the dirt roof with the flat of aspade, until 
it will shed the rain. Fill up the two ends of 
your house in the same manner, leaving only 
small air-holes of a foot or two diameter, which 
may be closed with hay. The length of the 
house should be on a north and south line. 

In the early spring you will find your most 
unpromising plents have heads of their own ; 
and all be thriving and fresh. Try it once, and 
you'll try it ever afterwards. 





Hints. Rata Baga is the only root that in- 
creases in nutritious qualities as it increases in 
size. 

Coan meal should never be ground very fine. 





It injures the richness of it. 


nearly all the good varieties of fall and wiuter fruit. 
| The same varieties excel in quality any former ‘exhi- 
| bition, and most of our fruit growers inform us that 
their orchards are improving, and less troubled with 
the worm. No inferior fruit has been brought to 
this meeting; it is all good and worthy of premium. 
Your committee are influenced by other considera- 
tions than those arising from the mere specimens 
before them—such as the condition of the orchard, 
and what the producer is doing to enlarge and im- 
prove it. We recommend the following awards: E. 
P. Ingalls, Denmark, best winter apples, $1; Jacob 
Buck, Hiram, 2d do., 50 cents; A. 0. Pike, Fryeburg, 
best fall apples, $1; Jacob Buck, Hiram, 2d do., 50 
cents. To Eliphalet Weeks of Chatham, N. H., we 
would recommend that a gratuity of $1 be given 
by vote of the Society, for his specimens of fall and 
winter apples. To J. B. Dresser of Lovell, for fine, 
large pumpkins, we recommend a gratuity of 50 cts, 
To Gecrge 8. Watson of Hiram, although not in our 





department, we would award the sum of §1 for 39 
lbs. flour of superior quality, made from wheat of 
his own grewing, To Dr. L. P. Sawyer of Deamark, 
your committee would recommend ap award for the 
specimen of Isabella grapes, of his own culture. 
Samuel Jack of Denmark, exhibited some fine speci- 
mens of marrow squssh, fall grown ahd tipe. We 
specially commend his water-melon, although we 
have not cut it. Some fine large beets were shown 
by G. 8. Watson of Hiram; alse one grand. cabbage 
by E. Weeks of Chatham—we hope not the ouby ene 
in the community. ©. Hurp. 


[We are compelled to defer the remainder of these 
reports till next week, for want of space.) 





DOMESTIC RECEIPTS. 
SELECTED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES. 


Peppines. Sweet Potato Pudding. —Boil one 
pound of sweet potatoes, very tender, and press 
them, while hot, through a grater—the finer 
the better. To this, add half a dozen eggs, well 
beaten, three quarters of a pound of fine sugar, 
three do. of butter, some grated nutmeg and 
lemon rind, and a glass of old brandy. Puta 
paste in the dish, and when the pudding is done, 
sprinkle the top with white sugar, finely pul- 
verised. This is a dish fit to grace the table of 
an Apicius. [Germantown Telegraph. 

Boiled Plum Pudding.—Take one pound of 
good suet; cut it in small pieces and add one 
pound of currants, and one of stoned raisins, 
eight eggs, one nutmeg, grated, one teaspoon- 
fal of ginger, one pound of flour, and one pint 
of milk; to the eggs, previously well beaten, 
add one-half the milk, and mix well together ; 
stir in the flour, the spice, fruit and suet, and as 
much milk as is requisite to reduce the mixture 
to a plastic consistency, but quite thick. Boil 
from four to five hours. [Germantown Tel. 

Beef Pudding.—Take about one pound of 
beef steak, cut it lengthways in three pieces, 
and then slantways at each inch, instead of in 
lumps; but should you buy cuttings of meat 
from the butcher, then remove all the sinew and 
over fut, and cut the large pieces slantways, put 
them in a dish, and sprinkle over with a tea 
spoonful of salt, a half do. of pepper, and a 
teaspoonful of flour, the same of chopped on- 
lions; mix well together, make six or eight 
jounces of paste, roll it to the thickness of a 
| quarter of an inch, or a little more, put pudding 
| cloth in a basin, sprinkle some flour over it, lay 
| in your paste, and then the meat, together with 
|a few pieces of fat ; when full put in three wine 
| glasses of water; next turn the paste over the 
meat, so as not to furm a lump, but well closed ; 
then tie the cloth, not too close on the paste. or 
\it will not be light; boil it fast in four quarts 
of water for one hour; take it out, let it stand 
a few minutes to cool the cloth, cut the string, 
turn back the cloth, place a dish on the top, 
and turn it over on it, remove the cloth, and 
serve. If you choose to add a kidney, it may 
add to the richness of the gravy, aleo a few oys- 
ters, or even a mushroom. ‘The crust should 
always be cut with a knife. If you carefully 
follow the above instructions you will have a 
pudding quite perfect, the paste as light and as 
white as snow, and the meat tender, with a 
thick gravy. 

Roast Beef Pudding.—Avy remains of cold 
roast beef may be done as follows: mince about 
one pound of cooked meat, cat in dice, put on a 
dish, add one tea spoonful of salt, balf that of 
pepper, one of flour ; fill your paste with it, add 
a gill of water; cover over as usual, shake it 
well, tie it up in a cloth, and boil for half an 
hour and serve. A little chopped onions or 
parsley may be introduced. 

Veal Puddings —Cut two pounds of raw veal, 

four ounces of ham, or lean bacon ; seuson deli- 
cately with a tea spoonful of salt, half that of 
pepper, a little flour and chopped parsley, a gill 
of water; proceed as for other puddings and 
serve. 
Rabbit Pudding.—A rabbit cut into about 
sixteen or eighteen pieces, and a quarter of a 
pound of bacon, sliced ; season in proportion to 
size, as before, and if for a numerous family, add 
ten potatoes and four onions, sliced, and half a 
pint of water; boil for two hours, or according 
to size. Boiled rice may be added instead of 
potatoes. Well intermix the meat with the 
vegetables or rice. 














Chicken Pudding.—Cut one into eight pieces, 
half pound of bacon, cut into slices; season 
with one tea spoonful of salt, balf of pepper, two 
of chopped parsley, a little thyme, and one cap- 
tain’s biscuit well broken ; fill the pudding with 
the meat, add half a pint of milk, boil for one 
hour and a half; serve with melted butter over, 
and chopped parsley on the top. 


Beer Vinecar. Take a bushel of sugar beets 
fresh from the ground, wash, and grate them. 
Press out the juice, which will amount to about 
six gallons, and put it in an empty and perfectly 
sweet barrel. In a fortnight you will bave an 
excellent article of vinegar, and as pleasant as 
that from cider or even wine. (Ger. Telegraph. 





Fatt Prowinc. A writer in the Country 
Gentleman, is much in favor of fall plowing. 
In such dry seasons as we have had for two 
years past, his crops endure the drought much 
better—the corn leaves rolled ten daya sooner 
on spring plowed than on fall plowed land. The 
sod rots earlier and gives the crop a vigorous 
start, and this enables him to keep the weeds in 
subjection. Last year he hada field of corn, 
eight acres ; a little more than half was plowed 
in the fall, the rest in the spring. When har- 
vested the full-plowed ground yielded nearly 
one-third more than the other; a great deal 
heavier growth of stalks aud longer ears. We 
are greatly in favor of the practice when done 
as, and at the time it should be. 


Manacement Or Manure Hears. One of our 
foreign exchanges, has a communication from 
Mr. Robert Austin, Manchester, who says that 
upwards of a ton of horse dung is produced in 
his stables daily, and the usual offensive odor 
and evaporation from it entirely prevented by 
sprinkling over the dung heap, by meane of an 
ordinary water can, a solution of a pound of 
common green copperas in a gallon of water. 
The value of this chemical agent in fixing am- 
monia and strengthening manure, has long been 
known, but Mr. Austin’s practical application 
may be considered simple, effective, and easily 
adopted in similar cases. 














